
French, promoting their commerce and protecting its citizens. Those 



cultures had been inextricably linked over centuries within Europe would find 
the need to work together in this foreign land to gain economic strength and 
greater security. In Thomas' mind, going with Admiral Rose would accomplish 
much: it would help the French quell the rising tide of persecution; it would 
offer him safety to continue his work of acquiring the language; and last but 
not least, it would give him ample opportunity to distribute the Chinese 
Scriptures to those hungering for the Word of God. 

This is not the Thomas of old who would make impetuous decisions without 
consulting the missionary board. In a later letter written to Thomas' father, 
Madame Morache explicidy states that Robert would not make the decision to 
leave for Corea without consulting the Missionary Board. 

On August lst, 1866 prior to departing from Chefbo for Corea, Thomas would 
write to the London Board explaining his purpose and plans. He adds that he 
has the blessing of Edidns who would later deny this. But in earlier correspon- 
dence Edkins mentions that he had he sent a Chinese student with Thomas, 
which must surely mean that he was in agreement at the time. In hindsight he 
would ~erhaps regret this decision. 

It is not certain that E d h  knew which boat Thomas would be sailing on. We 
do knew that Thomas had some reservations about the vessel as he tells his 
close friend, Madame Morache: 

You'll excuse me if I don't teU you by what ship I am sailing." 

Madame Morache presumes that Thomas had found a smuggling boat since 
this was a common practice at the time. But little did she realize that he had 
embarked upon a heavily armed merchant vessel, which would easily appear as 
a hostile sight to those waiting on the Corean shores. Since the Idling of the 
priests and Catholic converts, the Corean authorities were on the offensive 
and very much aware that the French were about to retaliate for the recent 
massacre, Thomas' departure on such a boat would cause much concern for his 




